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A howl in the distance. The biggest footprint you've ever seen. A blurry figure in the distance.
These are the clues that lead us to believe there is something out there—Bigfoot.Already a fan
of the wildly successful FINDING BIGFOOT television show on Animal Planet? (One of the top-
performing TV shows in the network's history!) Stacked with information for your burning
Sasquatch questions, this heavily illustrated work features a compelling narrative with
commentary from the stars of the show, photographs and extras from the Animal Planet's
archives, and so much more.Skeptics will be given all the information they need to decide for
themselves if they believe, and enthusiasts will revel in this essential Bigfoot book.Do you hear
that howl? Bigfoot is calling.

"Enthusiastic fans will enjoy the range of topics and the writing style."―Children's Literature--
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorAnimal
Planet's FINDING BIGFOOT follows a passionate crew of bigfoot experts who travel from small
towns to remote areas of the Pacific Northwest embarking on one single-minded mission--to find
the elusive "creature."The four researchers: Matt Moneymaker, James "Bobo" Fay, Cliff
Barackman, and Ranae Holland have been all over the U.S. and Canada listening to the legends
and sightings. The crew has viewed tons of evidence provided by countless witnesses, all to
support the hypothesis that bigfoot is out there, alive.--This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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Meet the Finding Bigfoot team: Cliff Barackman, James “Bobo” Fay, Ranae Holland, and Matt
Moneymaker!FINDING BIGFOOTTMEVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOWBY ANIMAL
PLANETFEIWEL AND FRIENDSNEW YORKThe author and publisher have provided this e-
book to you for your personal use only. You may not make this e-book publicly available in any
way. Copyright infringement is against the law. If you believe the copy of this e-book you are
reading infringes on the author’s copyright, please notify the publisher at: .CONTENTSCopyright
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LOVE WITH MONSTERS. Always have been.My first memories of bigfoot go back to when I was
four or five years old. My dad, who is the best father you could ever ask for, joined something
called the Indian Guides with me. We had to choose “little” and “big” Indian Guide names, and I
almost went for Bigfoot. But even then, I was picky about words and didn’t like how “Little
Bigfoot” and “Big Bigfoot” sounded.I’ve always been interested in these animals, though. They
fascinate a lot of people because of what they represent: an archetype that gives us clues about
our own origins. They also represent the monster in the human condition. And as much as we
like the comforts of home, a lot of us want to be able to survive in the wild as a bigfoot does—
that’s why all those survivor shows are so successful.While I didn’t start searching for a real
sasquatch until I was older, I’d always had a strong connection to the outdoors. Growing up in
California, I’d go camping a lot with my family, especially in Sequoia National Park. We’d go
looking for animal footprints. I never thought I’d see a bigfoot track, though. Back then, I thought
the animal was a Pacific Northwest thing.As I got older and started coming into my own self, I
became even more drawn to weird things, as normal people bore me to tears. I like freaks and
weirdos. I might look totally normal, and I have the dubious honor of being Bobo Fay’s most
normal friend (and his parents love me because it means there’s hope for their boy). But I’m a
pretty weird guy under it all. I was kicked out of the Boy Scouts because I didn’t fall into line like I
was supposed to.In college, I rediscovered my fascination with bigfoot when I came across a
collection of papers by cultural and physical anthropologists. They talked about stone heads
depicting apes found on the Columbia River. These things were 1,000 years old, long before
white men first visited the continent. What’s more, there are no apes in North America. So what
might these have represented? Furthermore, every Native American tribe has something like
sasquatches as part of their mythology, even if they don’t call them that. These animals are
thrown in there with other real creatures: bears, foxes, and wolves. That’s too big of a
coincidence.I was also impressed with the way physical anthropologists analyzed the Sierra
Sounds, concluding that human beings aren’t capable of producing noises like those. And there



was Grover Krantz’s convincing reconstruction of a sasquatch foot based on the tracks of a
crippled specimen found in Bossburg, Washington.I got hooked on the subject after that. I
devoured every book in the library on it, and I started realizing that holy smokes, these things
might be real! It wasn’t so much a single piece of evidence that persuaded me, but rather, it was
the consistency and internal congruency of all the data that had been gathered. People have
been describing animals that look like bigfoot and act like bigfoot for centuries or more.Bigfoot is
real. But don’t just take my word for it. Read this book. Consider the evidence. Look at the tracks.
It’s true that bigfoot doesn’t yet have academic acceptance, but that’s mostly a matter of
ignorance, by which I mean ignoring data and evidence.Even better, go look for bigfoot yourself.
My favorite way to seek it is to sit in the woods and just listen. I calm my mind and bring a sense
of awareness. I’m grounded when I’m out there in the woods. To search for bigfoot is to find …
yourself.I’m a professional teacher, and teachers are learners. My life is bigfoot now, and the only
answer I have for why is that I love it. I didn’t choose it. It chose me. I am in this for life.—Cliff
BarackmanINTRODUCTIONPEOPLE SAY BIGFOOT DOESN’T EXIST. That sasquatch is a
legend. That we can forget about finding a yeti. It’s a common misperception that all of these
animals have been proven to be hoaxes, that “Bigfoot” was just some guy playing tricks on a
Northern California road crew. But those doubters don’t know what the stars of Finding Bigfoot
know….They don’t know about the tracks …About the noises and shining eyes in the woods at
night …About the deer carcasses with strangely snapped-off bones …That long before the
name “bigfoot” was applied to describe a creature that left giant tracks in the earth, human
beings from around the world have been telling stories about an enormous, bipedal ape—a
hairy, wild, and stunningly elusive mystery.But thanks to Animal Planet’s hit documentary show,
which is entering its fourth fascinating season, people are starting to find out there is real
science behind the possibility of the animal best known as bigfoot.One key to the show’s
success is its four intrepid stars: Bigfoot Field Research Organization president Matt
Moneymaker, researchers James “Bobo” Fay and Cliff Barackman, and skeptical scientist
Ranae Holland.These tireless searchers have covered vast territory, ranging from the shaggy
woods of the Pacific Northwest to the nearly impenetrable jungles of Indonesia, taking viewers
places they can only dream of visiting. The foursome brings an incredible depth of knowledge to
their pursuit. They know what these animals like to eat, where they’re most likely to be spotted,
how they’re likely to behave, and what sets them apart from other animals. They also know how
to sniff out phonies and false leads.What’s more, the team is thorough in its search. They study
photos and videos. They re-create sightings in the field, no matter how remote the territory. They
use incredibly sophisticated technology, from night-vision cameras to drones, as well as clever
techniques such as glow-in-the-dark powder. And they’re not afraid to put their own bodies on
the line, whether they’re blasting sasquatch calls or waiting in the dark alone, hoping for a close
encounter with the most elusive primate the world has ever known.Without a doubt, if and when
this team proves the existence of a giant North American ape, they will rewrite scientific history
and satisfy a curiosity that has gripped humankind since we were telling stories around fire pits



and painting our legends in caves.You can follow the team both on the show and in this book,
which shares the show’s most mind-boggling encounters, historical and scientific background,
new developments in sasquatch science, a collection of some of the strongest bigfoot evidence
yet gathered, and practical advice you can put to use in your own adventures in finding bigfoot.
It’s enough to make even the most hardened skeptic take another look, and for people already
fascinated by the creature, it’s all the information you’ve ever wanted and so much more.Chapter
OneDOES BIGFOOT EXIST?THE CASE FOR CRYPTIDSSome people believe we know
everything there is to know about this world. People who believe every inch of land has been
conquered, every drop of ocean explored. And while it’s true that adventurers have made their
way around the globe, mapping the edges of oceans and continents, the heights of the
mountains, the depths of the rivers and lakes, it’s also true that scientists learn new things every
day. What’s more, we find new animals all the time.Since 2012, for example, we have discovered
all sorts of previously unknown creatures, including monkeys, frogs, sharks, and lizards—even
primates. Would you believe there is such a thing as a poisonous spider with hooklike claws on
each of its legs? A group of people exploring a cave in bigfoot Country—southern Oregon—
stumbled across this family of spiders deep in the throat of a cave in 2012. The Trogloraptor
marchingtoni was the first family of native North American spiders to be found in more than a
century.That same year, a Louisiana State University snake expert named Christopher Austin
followed strange chirping noises while he was inside a Papua New Guinea forest. It turns out a
frog the size of the housefly, the world’s tiniest vertebrate, was responsible for the singing. (The
same professor has found several other species that hadn’t yet been recognized by science,
including other frogs, lizards, and parasites.)There was a new primate recognized around the
same time: the lesula monkey, a wise-looking creature with a grayish brown beard. This one was
found in 2007 living as a school administrator’s pet in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Researchers studied its DNA to conclude it was an unrecognized species. It’s already
endangered because it’s being hunted for its meat. It’s only the second new kind of African
monkey to be recognized in twenty-eight years, and it might have died out before scientists
learned of its existence.While most of these newly discovered creatures are small or live in
remote places, history is full of animals once called legend that turned out to be real. The list of
animals known by reputation first and recognized by science later includes gorillas, giant
pandas, Komodo dragons, bonobos, megamouth sharks, giant geckos, and the okapi, a short-
necked giraffe relative.Here are a few especially important finds:THE GIANT PANDAThis fuzzy
creature was unknown outside of China until 1869, when a French missionary named Père Jean-
Pierre Armand David described one that had been killed on a hunt. Westerners have been
enthralled with pandas ever since. Today, they’re exceedingly rare; only about 1,590 exist in the
wild. But they could be an incredibly important species. Early in 2013, a component in giant
panda blood was found to kill deadly bacteria six times faster than other antibiotics.This is
crucial because certain types of infections have become resistant to drugs we already have. If
you think of your immune system as an army, and the drugs as bullets, drug resistance turns



those once-effective bullets into soap bubbles. The panda blood could be an important key in
fighting those tough and terrible infections.And don’t worry—scientists figured out how to re-
create the panda substance in a lab. They decoded a panda’s DNA and synthesized the
substance, which is called cathelicidin-AM and probably helps keep the pandas healthy in the
wild. Pandas aren’t the only animals that have these disease-fighting powers. The same group of
scientists found similar compounds in the slime of snails and certain amphibians.THE GIANT
SQUIDThe giant squid is a literary legend. Vikings told tales of the terrible kraken, a sea monster
big enough to wrap its tentacles around a ship and pull it below the waves. The Odyssey, an
ancient poem, has a scary bit about a monster named Scylla that may well have been a giant
squid.But these creatures aren’t just legends. In 2004, researchers in Japan shot the first-ever
images of a live giant squid—nearly three thousand years after Homer wrote the Odyssey. That’s
a really long time for people to know about an animal without actually seeing a live specimen.
The squids aren’t the size of islands, but researchers found one squid that was fifty-nine feet
long with eyes the size of dinner plates. There’s a chance even bigger specimens are gliding
beneath the waves.Another animal, the saola (pronounced SOW-la), sometimes called the
Asian unicorn because of its parallel sharp-tipped horns, was found in 1992 in north central
Vietnam. Since then, scientists have observed this animal only four times; and none live in
captivity. The saola is so rare that it is considered critically endangered, according to the World
Wildlife Fund.AN EXTINCT FISH–FOUND!And then there’s the coelacanth [SEE-luh-canth].
According to the fossil record, many species of this ancient fish lived between 360 million years
ago and 80 million years ago. Then they went extinct, around the time that dinosaurs did.This is
why it was so very surprising when, in 1938, a self-trained naturalist named Marjorie Courtenay-
Latimer found a coelacanth on a fishing dock. She brought it to a professor, who identified it by
its distinctive shape and lobed fins. With that, a once-extinct fish was miraculously and officially
back among the living, having somehow survived in secret in the Comoros Islands in the
western Indian Ocean.Equally surprising, in 1997, yet another variety was found in northern
Sulawesi in Indonesia—nearly six thousand miles away from the islands in the western Indian
Ocean where Courtenay-Latimer’s fish was found. These two species of coelacanth are believed
to be the only survivors of a once-varied type of fish, for now at least.They’re unique in many
ways. For example, their skulls have a hinge that lets them open their mouths superwide. They
also have a “rostral organ” in their noses that is part of an electrosensory system. This works like
an extra sense, allowing them to feel electromagnetic energy (sharks can do this, too). And they
have fleshy, lobed fins that have bones inside of them, sort of like limbs.Bigfooters love to offer
up these examples as proof that bigfoot is a scientific possibility. Like the giant squid of legend,
hairy two-legged creatures have appeared in folklore and stories around the world for ages. Like
the coelacanth, there’s a fossil record for similar creatures (hirsute human-like species that walk
on two feet). And, as with the panda, there are real benefits to finding these mysterious
creatures, wherever they might be hiding.There’s a controversial field of science that specializes
in the study of “hidden” animals. It’s called “cryptozoology,” a word invented in the late 1950s by



Bernard Heuvelmans, a zoologist. The word itself sounds pretty out there, but its meaning is
straightforward: crypto means “hidden” and zoology means the “study of animals.” It’s related to
paleontology, the study of prehistoric life, and both use reconstructions and evidence to build
pictures of animals that haven’t been seen or are no more. In addition to bigfoot, another famous
cryptid, or hidden animal, is the Loch Ness Monster.SPOTTED!“It Was Kind of Creepy”Howie
Dagg lives in Hydaburg on Prince of Wales Island in Alaska. He and a neighbor had taken his
truck out into the woods for a hike, hoping to relax and unwind after school. At first, they didn’t
even notice the tracks.But then he got a closer look.“I stopped and one of the tracks had toes,
big toes in it,” he said. “I stopped and we took some pictures … it was kind of creepy.”What’s
more, he and his friend felt as if they were being watched. Still, he felt skeptical, so he pushed
on. Were they really bigfoot prints? He followed the trail all the way up the mountain. At the top,
where the road was choked with trees, he noticed a lot of branches had been snapped off about
seven feet off the ground—a classic bigfoot sign.The sun dipped behind the hill and it started to
get dark, and that’s when Howie’s neighbor got scared, calling the creature a Gogit, which is a
term used to describe a hairy giant in parts of Prince of Wales. Howie also had the willies, so
they left.The photos they took that day show prints 17.3 inches long and about 6.5 inches wide,
the sort that might belong to a large male Sasquatch.IS BIGFOOT REAL?The truth is, no one
knows for sure, although many people have strong opinions on the matter. We can only be
absolutely certain there is such a creature as bigfoot when we have found one.Otherwise,
bigfoot remains a theoretical possibility. A theory is an explanation of something based on
observations, experiments, and reasoning. When formed with care, theories are scientifically
valid—even if they are not proven, and even when they apply to things we haven’t seen.Take
black holes, for example. These are spots in space, big and small, where matter has been
compressed (this can happen when a star dies). The compression of matter makes for an
incredibly strong gravitational pull—a pull so strong nothing can escape it, not even light.No one
has ever seen a black hole (they’re invisible!). No one has ever been inside one. But we can form
theories about their existence because of careful, repeatable observations that have been made.
As we learn more about physics, we might someday adjust our understanding and definition of
black holes. But no one calls scientists crazy for believing such a thing exists because there is
enough evidence to make it a reasonable thing to believe in.Scientists ask questions, make
observations, come up with smart guesses, devise experiments to test them, and consider the
results thoughtfully. And that’s exactly what you can do when it comes to bigfoot. There’s nothing
wrong with a healthy dose of skepticism. That’s how scientists get smarter. And open minds are
the only ones that can learn new things.THE ARGUMENTS FOR BIGFOOTPlenty of smart
people believe bigfoot is alive and well and hiding from humanity. What makes them so sure
there’s a bigfoot when others say there’s no such creature? It comes down to four
things:Folklore. One of the oldest surviving works of literature, The Epic of Gilgamesh, describes
a hairy wild man named Enkidu. Similar tales of a hairy wild man who lives in the forest are part
of many cultures around the world. Ancient cave paintings in California depict a Hairy Man and



his family, and stories that go along with them sound very much like bigfoot tales. If no such
animal exists, why would these stories be so common?Eyewitness accounts. Thousands of
people in the United States have reported seeing bigfoot. People in Canada have sasquatch
sightings. In Nepal, people claim to have seen yetis. In Indonesia, a smaller version of a hairy
man-like creature that walks on two feet is known as the Orang Pendek. There’s also the
Australian yowie. Many people who’ve had encounters are respected community members,
including police officers and judges, who have a lot to lose by lying. If they’re not lying, what did
they see?Physical evidence. Although no one has found the body of a bigfoot, people have seen
what they consider to be physical evidence. Footprints are among the best-known forms of
evidence. The Bigfoot Field Research Organization (BFRO), for example, has collected more
than seven hundred suspected Bigfoot prints. Many that come from different areas are strikingly
similar in size and overall proportions.Other physical evidence includes hair samples, some of
which has not been identified as belonging to other known animals. Does it belong to bigfoot?
We can only know for sure when there is a known specimen of Bigfoot to test against. bigfooters
have also gathered what they believe are blood and stool samples.And finally there are twisted-
off branches, animal carcasses with cleanly broken bones, and clumps of sticks arranged into
sleeping nests, all of which are considered evidence of the creature’s presence in the
woods.Photos, video, and audio recordings. There are photographs, the famous Patterson-
Gimlin film, thermal video recordings, and audio recordings said to be multiple bigfoots
communicating with one another.When you combine all of this evidence, believers say, you have
a compelling picture of a large, hairy, bipedal animal that lives in remote forests and
swamps.BUILDING A BIGFOOT FROM A TRACK: ZADIG’S METHODIn many ways, bigfoot
hunters have to think like detectives, taking bits of information they have to make a picture of the
animal as a whole. When you go through a process like this with the natural world, you use
something called Zadig’s Method, taking signs that are visible and deducing as much
information as possible.Baron Georges Cuvier, who created the modern field of paleontology,
observed that if you saw a cloven hoof print, you could project a lot of information about the
animal. For example, it would be a ruminant, meaning it is a mammal that chews plant material,
softens it in the first part of its stomach, and then regurgitates it for a bit more chewing. But that’s
not all.“This single track therefore tells the observer about the kind of teeth, the kind of jaws, the
haunches, the shoulder, and the pelvis of the animal which has passed,” he wrote in 1834.This is
what bigfoot believers are trying to do, and many people believe the evidence of bigfoot that has
been gathered to date justifies the continued search.THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST
BIGFOOTBigfoot has an army of doubters. Their best argument is that people have been looking
unsuccessfully for bigfoot for decades and, lately, even using sophisticated equipment such as
cameras that can detect heat. If there really were such a creature, all those dedicated searchers
using that great technology would have found proof.That’s a hard argument to counter, although
die-hard squatchers will tell you the evidence they have gathered is proof. But if we define proof
of bigfoot as an actual bigfoot, dead or alive (preferably alive, for the sake of the bigfoot), then



we are about eight hairy feet and six hundred fifty pounds shy of certainty. Likewise, a DNA
sequence confirmed by independent laboratories would also work as proof. Unless scientific
standards relax, which isn’t likely, you’d certainly need a holotype—a physical example of a
Bigfoot, a Bigfoot body part, or DNA—for an official species to be named.There are other
arguments, as well.What does a bigfoot eat?Some people say there isn’t enough food in places
like the forests of the Pacific Northwest to support a bigfoot. That would be true if bigfoot eats a
diet similar to gorillas, which are believed to survive on large quantities of plants and fruits, with
the occasional insect thrown in. But even with known animals such as gorillas, we don’t
necessarily know everything there is to know about their diets.For example, a study in 2010
raised the possibility that western lowland gorillas secretly eat meat. The study found DNA in
their poop that came from monkeys and duikers (a small forest-dwelling antelope). The gorillas
might have hunted or scavenged this meat, the study said. That would be a new and surprising
find. We do have to stay somewhat skeptical, though—a good practice for scientists studying
evidence. Other things could explain the DNA in the gorilla droppings. First, the ants that the
gorillas ate might have fed on carcasses of these animals. The ants had the DNA in their bodies,
and when the gorillas ate the ants, they got a secondhand dose. Second, the monkeys and
duikers could have licked or otherwise come in contact with the feces. (Yuck!)The point, though,
is that it’s possible bigfoot’s diet extends beyond the salad bar. Two other great apes,
chimpanzees and bonobos, do eat meat. Likewise, bigfooters argue the creatures are
omnivores, living on plants as well as deer and other animals consumed by predators at the top
of the food chain, such as cougars, wolves, and bears.Questions about habitatA trickier
argument is that everywhere else in the world, large apes live in tropical habitats. The Pacific
Northwest and Canada, two bigfoot and sasquatch hotspots, are anything but hot when it comes
to the weather. It doesn’t mean bigfoot is impossible in such climates. But it does make them
different from the world’s other apes. There are primates that buck this tropical trend, though.
The Japanese macaque, Macaca fuscata, is found in the same latitude as northern California.
Those monkeys even survive snowy winters (which is why they’re known informally as snow
monkeys).The agony of the feetMany skeptics believe there are other explanations for the
evidence the bigfoot believers have gathered. A huge footprint, for example, might actually be
multiple footprints. If you stepped in wet sand and then moved your foot down and made a new
print, you might be able to create what looks like a very long foot. When this happens, it’s called
a “double-stepped” footprint. Likewise, a bear footprint in the snow that’s melted or sublimated
(evaporated without melting first) might look larger than the original print.A cast of possible
bigfoot footprintA plague of hoaxesFinally, bigfoot hoaxes have done a lot of damage to the
cause. There are many accounts of people faking tracks well enough to convince experts, only
to reveal the shenanigans afterward. Other hoaxers have frozen ape suits and dressed up in
costume for a misleading run through the woods. The many high-profile hoaxes over the years
have swirled like drops of black ink in a cup of milk, discoloring the whole pursuit for many
sensible people.SPOTTED!A Flying Piece of Wood from “Out of Nowhere”Nyna Fleury drives a



cab in Alaska’s Prince of Wales Island, making regular trips back and forth during the night. On
one of those wee-hours trips, she had a passenger with her.“Out of nowhere, this piece of wood
comes flying at us,” she said. “It hit the front end of the car and cracked my windshield all the way
across.”Something big had to have thrown it because the impact shook her entire van. Nyna
wanted to stop, but her frightened passenger urged her on.She returned to investigate the next
day and found the piece of wood. It smelled putrid. She looked up into a nearby tree and saw a
pair of big green eyes looking at her from inside a “humongous” body.There’s no way it was a
bear, she said.“It’s a strange story,” Bobo Fay said, “but sasquatches are strange animals. They
do weird things.”BRINGING SCIENCE TO THE SEARCHFor bigfoot to become an official
species, we need concrete evidence that can be examined systematically and thoroughly. We
also need a theory that explains why, despite a lot of searching, no one has ever found bigfoot, a
skeleton, or even a few remaining bones that once belonged to the creature.Cliff Barackman has
advice for bigfooters about how to take a scientific approach to the search: Follow the scientific
method. Here’s how that model of thinking works:1. Ask a question.2. Research. Look for
evidence and other clues that could point to an answer.3. Take a guess at an answer. This guess
is called a hypothesis.4. Create an experiment to see if your hypothesis could be right.5. Execute
the experiment. Were you right? Repeat the experiment to verify. If you’re not, start again at step
2.6. Write your experiment and results, and share them with other researchers to see if they find
the same thing.The goal of these observations—or any scientific observations, really—is to
establish a set of reliable facts. Using those, we can then conduct further research. It’s sort of
like building with LEGOs. You start with a foundation and keep adding to that, removing blocks or
theories that have been disproved with additional observations and experiments.Many people in
traditional science are so skeptical of bigfoot they don’t even bother to consider new evidence.
But this doesn’t mean science itself is a jerk. Science can be a bigfooter’s best friend. Many
kinds of science can potentially come into play: paleontology, the study of prehistoric life;
anthropology, the study of human behavior and cultures; kinesiology, the study of human
movement; primatology, the study of primates; and of course genetics and wildlife
biology.Generally speaking, the more you know about science, the more opportunities and
insight you will have in life. When it comes to bigfoot specifically, the more you know about what
sort of animal bigfoot might be, the more you know about how and where a bigfoot might live.
That insight gives you a better chance at encountering a bigfoot at last.IS BIGFOOT
SCIENTIFICALLY POSSIBLE? MAYBE!To establish that bigfoot is a possibility, scientists might
first pose a “continuity test.” If an animal like bigfoot has been alive at any point, it has to be a link
somewhere in the evolutionary chain. Complex animals don’t just magically appear. They are the
offspring and relatives of animals that have come before them.Going from the descriptions of
bigfoot given by people who’ve had encounters and by Native American “hairy man” tales, we
can take an educated guess that bigfoot is an ape-like primate. Primates are in a category of
animals, called an order, that includes monkeys, apes, and humans, as well as other
mammals.Although North America’s fossil record includes primates, and although giant



mammals flourished on the continent, there isn’t at this point any fossil evidence for giant apes in
North America. We have paleontological evidence of plenty of amazing, huge mammals,
including giant sloths, woolly mammoths, and saber-toothed cats. But no apes, at least not in the
fossil record. Asia has fossil apes. South America has fossil monkeys. So it’s a troubling blank
spot.But this isn’t as devastating for bigfoot’s case as it might sound. We know there are apes in
Africa, which means there had to be earlier forms, too. Even so, it still took scientists ages to dig
up fossil ancestors for African apes.What’s more, the Northwest, which is home to many a
bigfoot sighting, is famously wet and not as fossil rich as drier areas. It’s possible—if giant apes
did live there—that no remains were fossilized. And that’s okay. Even without fossils, we can still
take what we know about primates and make intelligent guesses about Bigfoot’s diet, life span,
and behavior.And, because we are arming ourselves with science, we can eliminate some of the
goofier Bigfoot lore, which claims they are space alien scouts or able to disappear into a
different dimension magically at will. People are of course free to believe what they want, but it’s
best for any serious bigfooter to focus on theories that are grounded in verifiable
observations.Using science, we can also pinpoint where bigfoot might be most likely to live: a
habitat that has enough food and other resources. We can examine evidence, including
footprints, hair, and other biological samples, as well as sounds, pictures, and videos.And we
can share our research with other seekers, such as the Bigfoot Field Researchers Organization.
Even though much of the scientific world has rejected the possibility of Bigfoot, real scientists are
—to this day—opening their laboratories to evidence gathered in the field. Late in 2012, for
example, the Oxford-Lausanne Collateral Hominid Project at the University of Oxford in the
United Kingdom invited people to do just this. A professor of human genetics there requested
samples—especially hair—suspected to belong to Bigfoot for DNA analysis. It’s exciting to see a
partnership between universities and Bigfoot investigators in the field. If anything will get us
closer to finding bigfoot, it’s teamwork such as this.FAMOUS FANS OF BIGFOOTBigfoot has
many famous fans.Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt became the twenty-sixth president of the United
States—and also the youngest—when he took office after the assassination of President
William McKinley. He led an exciting and sometimes sad life. His first wife, Alice, and his mom
died on the same day in 1884. Understandably heartbroken, he spent the next two years mostly
riding horseback on his ranch, which was in the Badlands of the Dakota Territory.His book, The
Wilderness Hunter, was published in 1893, and included a story about a hunter in Idaho who’d
been attacked by a hairy monster. Bigfooters sometimes point to this incident as a
sighting.Another famous fan was Mark Twain, who wrote books such as The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and The Prince and the Pauper, and who also
argued for simplified spelling rules that would have saved you a lot of studying if people had
actually listened to his ideas.Twain once wrote a pretend interview with bigfoot, whom he called
“the mysterious ‘wild man’ out there in the West.” He said he felt sorry for bigfoot, whose life had
been one of suffering, disappointment, and exile. This doesn’t necessarily mean he thought
there was such a thing as sasquatch, but rather, that he liked the idea of the creature and



thought it represented something true about human beings and the shabby way we sometimes
treat one another.Daniel Boone, the American frontier explorer, actually claimed to have shot a
bigfoot when he was in the Kentucky forest that now bears his name. He described his quarry as
a ten-foot-tall ape, which he called a yahoo. It’s hard to tell if this is a true story or a tall (and
hairy) tale.The actor Jimmy Stewart, most famous for playing George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful
Life, might not have been a believer in bigfoot, but he helped play a role in an abominable
snowman mystery in 1959. A yeti hunter named Peter Byrne had visited the Pangboche
monastery in Nepal to study what was supposedly a yeti hand. Byrne’s own fingers were a bit
sticky, and he replaced a phalanx and thumb bone from the yeti hand with human bones. Then
he met with Stewart and his wife, Gloria, in Calcutta and passed the stolen bones on to the
Hollywood star, who smuggled them to London. Ultimately, experts deemed the bones to be
human. Weirdly shaped. But human, after all.Bigfoot’s most famous modern friend, though,
might be the actor Matt LeBlanc, who played Joey on the TV show Friends. He’s told
interviewers he’s a fan of bigfoot and the search for the creature, and Ellen DeGeneres even
gave him his own bigfoot statue. (Don’t worry—it wasn’t life-size. He’d never fit that in a
suitcase!)Matt LeBlanc is a bigfoot believer!SPOTTED!Screams from All SidesOsh Lang-
Edenshaw rode his four-wheeler as far into the woods near Hydaburg, Alaska, as he could
before parking it and heading into the backcountry on foot. It was early in the morning and the
twelve-year-old boy had planned to do a little solo hunting. He was tracking a deer, maybe a bit
farther into the wilderness than he should have.“It kept going,” he said, “and I got to the point
where I thought I should turn around. And as soon as I turned around, I heard those loud
screams coming in three directions, and I just froze.”Thirty feet away from him stood a creature
the Finding Bigfoot team estimated to be as big as nine feet tall in a reenactment.“I looked right
in its eyes,” he said. “The most terrifying sight I’ve ever seen in my life.” Shaken, he looked down
and closed his eyes. When he opened them again a few seconds later, he heard heavy thumps.
The screams from other creatures continued.
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Dennis light, “Poorly written. There was some information that was not pertaining to Bigfoot.
Although, there was some information on Bigfoot, but, to me it was poorly written . I am not real
pleased with the writers evidence of information in this book. But, I will keep the book and get
some interested information out of it. I will try other Bigfoot books to get what I need in
information.”

H.M. 2005, “Pretty good basic primer for youngsters. This is the companion piece to the popular
Animal Planet Highly-rated Series and it is a good one, though certainly written more for the
younger set. It gives the reader all the basics for researching this topic, such as what to take into
the field, camping tips, what foods to leave out, what to look for in the field and other important
things to remember. There are also profiles of the four cast members, recipes, jokes and even
recommended books and websites on Bigfoot. Two things about this book bothered me a bit,
though-the constant use of the grammatically incorrect term Bigfoots (which any English teacher
will quickly educate the kids on) and the P/G Film location being in Humboldt County, CA, when
in fact it was Del Norte County. Now, of course I realize the usage of Bigfoots is to denote more
than one, but to me it would be simpler and less confusing to kids to use Bigfoot creatures.
Having said that, though, this is a good book and worthy of being on all Cryptozoology
bookshelves, or your kid's bedside table. I do recommend it.”

McKenzie, “Great pictures and informative. Bought this for my 8 year old who became obsessed
with Bigfoot over night. The book has great pictures and has held up well. She enjoyed reading it
and sharing the information with me.”

Jaime, “Written in a way that it can be enjoyed by children and adults alike!. My 10 year old
nephew was thrilled to receive this book, along with a Bigfoot hunting kit for Christmas. This is a
good size book with a lot of excellent information in it. Lots of pictures, and written in a way that it
can be perused and enjoyed by children and adults alike. I can't wait to go camping with my
nephew, who is surely now an expert Bigfoot hunter.”

Ilove2giggle95, “Good but tiny words. My son loves this book. There is a lotOf information and
pictures in here. The words are really small, which kind of make it hard to read. Overall, it is a
good book for bigfoot lovers!”

S.J., “My kiddos liked the book. My kiddos liked the book, though they weren't as excited as I
was to receive it (two boys, ages 6 & 8). They looked at it for a couple of days and haven't
cracked the book open since. I thought they would be more into it. Great photos and information
though. Definitely would be awesome for a child obsessed with bigfoot.”



AJD, “Quick shipping, as described. If you have a young child interested in cryptids, this is a
great book to start them off.  It's a little cheesy at times but does have a lot of good info in it.”

B.W. in Indiana, “I feel sure he will love it. Would definitely recommend. This is for my 8 year old
son who is obsessed with the show on Animal Planet. I mainly bought it just so it would be him
reading something besides his chapter books for school. Very well made book and much more
content than expected.  I feel sure he will love it.  Would definitely recommend.”

S Riaz, “Finding Bigfoot. This is a large paperback book, with 150 pages and lots of colourful
photographs and illustrations. It is linked to the “Finding Bigfoot” show on Animal Planet and,
with both my son and nephew having a Bigfoot/Yeti obsession, this is the perfect book for them
to pore over.The book has ten chapters: Does Bigfoot Exist?, A Look at the Evidence, Bigfoot
Around the World, Home Smelly Home, Famous Bigfoot Hunters, Ready, Set, Squatch!, Bigfoot
Spotted, The Science of Sasquatch, Biggest Bigfoot Hoaxes and Extras.From Bigfoot tracks, to
where to find this elusive creature to reported sightings, this is a fantastic read for anyone with
an interest in either the show or Bigfoot generally. Nicely laid out and perfect for ages 7+ to read
alone.”

Mrs A S Manning, “Good for kids. Great book for my Bigfoot obsessed nine year old. Although
he does view it as scientific fact now.”

araceli rubio martinez, “Fantastic. Fantastc easy to listen.  Was for a present”

esk, “... to believe its one for the fan its a good story and read with passion and entertaining from
some .... got the audio book bean fascinated with bigfoot from a kid its read by cliff barackman
from the team and it is read well full of the history of the hairy man of the woods I sit on the fence
about it all but I want to believe its one for the fan its a good story and read with passion and
entertaining from some one who does believe”

St Andrews Seafoods, “Great book for fans of the show. Bought as a Birthday gift for one of my
son's school friends (age 10). Lots of information and loads of pictures great for fans of the show
or as in this case a Big Foot fanatic.”

The book by M.Eng. Johannes Wild has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 301 people have provided
feedback.
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